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'Train' Keeps Rolling at Texas Railroad Commission

The Texas Sunset Advisory Commission met Thursday
and discussed proposed changes for the Railroad
Commission of Texas (RRC). Among them no longer is
the Sunset staff recommendation to change the
commission's name to reflect its role as a regulator of
energy and not of railroads.

Sunset Commission members promptly adopted part of
the first Sunset staff recommendation, to reauthorize the
body for another dozen years. However, they removed the
staff stipulation that the authorization should come "with a
name that reflects the agency's important functions."
Changing the name of the RRC is something that has
come up numerous times in past Sunset reviews (see Daily GPI, Aug. 23). However,
because of nostalgia or other reasons, the change has always been scrapped.

Other recommendations made in April were adopted by the commission.

The Sunset Commission is composed of five members from each of the state House and
Senate as well as two "public" members.

Public member Allen West Thursday added the recommendation that the RRC be directed
to incorporate the findings of the TexNet Seismic Monitoring Program, which is administered
by the University of Texas at Austin's, Bureau of Economic Geology (BEG)  (see Shale
Daily, May 12), into its regulatory activities. RRC Commissioner Christi Craddick told Sunset
Commission members that the agency is working closely with BEG on the effort.
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Senior Editor | Houston, TX 
Joe Fisher was a member of the Intelligence Press editorial staff from December 1995
until April 2000. He returned to Intelligence Press December 2005. During his absence,
he was the editor of Hart Energy Publishing's "Energy Markets" magazine. Joe has more
than 20 years of reporting/writing experience, nearly all of it in the energy industry. He
also has worked for daily newspapers in Louisiana and Ohio, covering, at various times,
business, education, features and entertainment. He has a bachelor of arts degree in
journalism from Kent State University in Ohio. 
joe.fisher@naturalgasintel.com
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